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Stone duality is the duality between Booiean rings and totally disconnected
locally compact spaces that assigns to each Boolean ring the space of
Boolean-ring homomaorphisms into the 2-element Boolean ring, and assigns to
each totally disconnected locally compact space the Boolean ring of locally-
constant binary-valued functions on the space. Lawson’s work establishes a
powerful generalisation of this for suitable inverse semigroups and groupoids.
Since inverse semigroups and groupoids show up in a vast variety of
situations, including symbolic dynamics and coding, abstract algebra, operator
algebras (particularly von Neumann algebras and C*-algebras) his results
have many potential applications.
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